Bob Rhodes

Brief Biography

With a formative background in community work, psychiatric nursing, and social (action) research Bob has worked with people with learning disabilities and their families for more than 30 years. He spent much of the 1980’s, as a senior manager and innovator in both health and social services, resettling people from long stay institutions in England and in 1991 founded TACT UK – an award winning social enterprise that supports people who have acquired very challenging reputations to live ordinary and contributing lives in the real world. In 2003 he was Ernst & Young Social Entrepreneur of the Year.

He ‘retired’ as TACT’s Chief Executive in 2006 with a view to spending “a little time” in action research, writing, and consulting around inclusion, community development, self -determination, and family leadership. He now consults and trains extensively in the UK and overseas, is leading the development of support brokerage in Wales, acts as PLAN’s ‘ambassador’ in Europe, and is establishing a new local social enterprise to provide support brokerage and social network facilitation in the Severn Valley. 

